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shouting ! " And no further reference was made to
the subject. But three days later I found a pile of
the blue Indian pamphlets on his desk, and within a
week he had added the future collaborator in "The
Naulahka" to the troop of what he used to call
his "personal conquests."

No striking qualities, as we know, are without
their defects. The most trying peculiarity of
Wolcott Balestier was the result of his rapidity in
decisive manoeuvring. He had cultivated such a
perfect gift for being all things to all men, discretion
and tact were so requisite in his calling, that he fell,
and that increasingly, into the error of excessive
reticence. This mysterious secrecy, which grew on
him towards the last, his profound caution and
subtlety, would doubtless have become modified;
this feature of his character needed but to become
a little exaggerated, and he would himself have
perceived and corrected it. There was perhaps a
little temptation to vanity in the case of a young
man possessed of so many secrets, and convinced of
his worth as a confidential adviser. He " had the
unfortunate habit of staring very hard at his own
actions, and when he found his relations to others
refining themselves under a calcium light, he en-
deavoured to put up the screen/' These words from
a story of his own may be twisted into an applica-
tion that he never intended. In the light of his
absolute and unshaken discretion, of his ardent
loyalty to his particular friends, of his zeal for the
welfare of others, this little tortuous foible for